
The Modern Day Gold Miner

By
Donald Kendig (Sierrah’s Dad)



Introduction

• What am I going to do today?
– I am going to speak to you today about gold, Ca. 

Gold Country, and the modern day gold miner.
– I am going to share some pictures from a trip I 

took into Gold Country when I was 18 years old.
– I am going to answer your questions.
– I am going to pass around gold and silver.
– I am going to give each of you a gold dollar and 

some gold flakes.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will ask for your questions after each slide.

Please be patient.  I won’t forget to ask.

At the end of the presentation I will pass around an ounce of gold and an once of silver and three vials of gold.  They all need to be returned.

Once the gold and silver is returned, if you were good, I will let you all each have a gold dollar and some gold flakes.



Gold! What is it?

• Gold is a chemical element with the symbol 
Au and an atomic number of 79. Gold is a 
dense, soft, shiny, malleable and ductile 
metal. Pure gold has a bright yellow color and 
luster traditionally considered attractive, 
which it maintains without oxidizing in air or 
water.

• Gold is used for a lot of things.
• Gold is a precious metal and can cost a lot.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Think Ah!

Think periodic table in chemistry.

Ductile – can be drawn into a wire form or pounded thin

Malleable – easily manipulated

Jewelry, electronics, decoration

$1,2 00 an ounce.  It was $600 an ounce eight years ago and some say it will become $2,000 an ounce.  It was once $200 an ounce for many years (or a few decades ago).  
Decade is a block of 10 years.



The Many Forms of Natural Gold

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That larger the nugget, the rarer it is.

Flakes are most common.

Gold leaf is man made.  It looks like a lot, but is very thin.



Some Ways it is Mined

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pit mining – scrape away at the surface

Tunneling – as it sounds

Dredging – sucking it up from rivers and lakes or washing it through dredge equipment.

Manual equipment

And Personal Dredging

Panning

Sluice box – where the soil or sand filled water is passed along so the heavy  metals fall.




Gold Country 
California

A – Downieville
California

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is where the Gold Country was during the Gold Rush Days.

I will be showing pictures from Downieville where I mined gold.



Downieville, Ca. 1991

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is beautiful in the Spring and Summer.

It starts to get cold in the fall and is bitterly cold in the winder.

Gold miners usually camp on land that is not theirs or they own a claim to prospect on (not live on) so they live rustically.

I stayed in the tent.  My Godfather, Jack, sitting next to the tent, stayed in the truck camper.  His friend, John, stayed with his wife Mary, in the trailer.  Mary was a great cook.  She baked black berry pie from the blackberries growing along the river.



Downieville, Ca. 1991

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The general store.

The saloon or bar.

The Saloon was the place the miners went for community.

They rested and warmed their tired bones inside.

They quenched their thirst with a drink.

They quenched their hunger with a bite to eat.

And they quenched their loneliness with friends.

Weaving tall tails of the gold that got away.

They also told a lot of jokes.



Downieville, Ca. 1991

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dredging equipment my Godfather used.

Lawn mower engine.

Water pump.

Air pump.

Two floats and two sluice boxes.

One long vacuum hose

One picture of a miner under the water in a wet suit.

Have to be careful not to have rocks fall on you, run out of air or float down the river.



Thank you

• Any last questions?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Describe the difference in size between an ounce of gold and an ounce of silver?

Ask why that might be?  Then explain how gold is denser.

Show the three vials of gold and explain how one has slightly larger small nuggets and the other two are gold and silver looking flakes.  The silver looking flakes have mercury on them.  Miners use mercury to separate gold from other minerals.  Mercury is dangerous.

Please do not open the vials.  I want to be able to give you each a gold dollar.
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